
CAVE CREEK UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 93 
Special Meeting of the Governing Board 

Monday, July 20, 2020  
   Time:  6:00 pm  
   Place:  District Governing Board Room 
      33016 N 60th St., Scottsdale, AZ  85266 

Members of the Board  
Kathryn Hill, President 

James Rich, Vice President 
Scott Brown, Member 

Janet Busbee, Member 
Beth Hatcher, Member 

 
The Governing Board reserves the right to move into executive session for the legal advice with its attorneys for any item listed on the Agenda, in person or by telephone, 
pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03.A.3.   
 
Additional information or documentation regarding Public Agenda Items may be available for the public to review in the Office of the Superintendent. 
 
The District endeavors to make all public meeting s accessible to persons with disabilities.  With 48 hours advance notice, special assistance can also be provided for sight 
and/or hearing impaired persons at public meetings.  Please call (480) 575-2016 to request an accommodation.  Spanish Translation is available. 
 
Members of the Governing Board will attend either in person or by telephone conference call.  The Board reserves the right to change the order of items on the agenda, 
with the exception of public hearings set for a specific time.   
 

Approved Meeting Minutes-approved at the 8/10/2020 meeting 
 

1.1  Call to Order:  Special Meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm.  Board Members present via Zoom:  Ms. Kathryn Hill, 
President; Mr. James Rich, Vice President; Mr. Scott Brown, Ms. Janet Busbee, and Ms. Beth Hatcher members.  Dr. 
Debbi Burdick, Superintendent; Mr. Tim Leedy, Chief Financial Officer; and Dr. Jana Miller, Associate Superintendent of 
Teaching and Learning were present via Zoom.  Member Busbee moved, Vice President Rich second. Motion passed 
unanimously by roll call vote with President Hill voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting aye; 
Member Busbee voting aye; and Member Hatcher voting aye.  The Pledge of Allegiance was said.  
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Public Comments were received electronically by the Board Secretary.  Comments were read 

after the introduction of the item. 
 

3. PRESENTATIONS/INFORMATION/REPORTS 
 

4. NEW BUSINESS 
4.1 CCUSD Returning with Excellence Academic Offerings and School Logistics: President Hill read the item. Fifteen 
Public Comments were received.    Lauren Trollope- Scottsdale, AZ regarding Dual Enrollment, IB, AP classes not being 
offered in Option 2 (AOE); Shelly Dunn – Cave Creek, AZ regarding questions if there’s a student/teacher who tests 
positive for COVID; Nikki Harrington – Cave Creek, AZ regarding IB students not having an option; Kristin Pozen – 
Scottsdale, AZ regarding honors and AP courses; Emily Pettee – Cave Creek, AZ regarding in person start date, in person 
small group learning and virtual, synchronous learning; Judy Green – Scottsdale, AZ regarding continuing Option 1 after 
face to face learning has begun; Mark & Erika Popenhagen – Cave Creek, AZ regarding questions on hybrid model, a 
parent teacher, student or staff exposed to COVID, temperatures taken at school and webcams; Vlad Malkin – Scottsdale, 
AZ thanked the Board and CSHS for working on this item; Jill Wohllebe – Cave Creek, AZ regarding maximum class size 
at CSHS, lunch at CSHS, closing CSHS if someone tests positive, and transferring back from AOE to CSHS; Kathleen 
King Thorius, Ph.D. – Cave Creek, AZ regarding parent survey, impact of funding, funding and staffing implications of 
families choosing AOE, teacher assignments, physical distancing criteria, teachers guaranteed a position in AOE if not 
returning to brick & mortar; decision on outside provider for AOE, any administrator, educator or board member have a 
vested interest in the Minnesota & Texas based provider, and how to educate a COVID positive student; Shawn MacMillan 
– Cave Creek, AZ regarding plan when children/teacher/staff are exposed to COVID (consistency and effective learning), 
the Governor shutting down schools again, how can parents help besides following CCUSD/CDC guidelines, how can 
parents assist in fundraising for COVID related items, and webcams;  Erin Boyd – Scottsdale, AZ regarding continuing 
distance learning after schools open; detailed masking, social distancing and hand washing instructions, consequences 
for students who don’t follow instructions, communication to parents prior to opening schools that is clear and concise; 
Cynthia Ray-Abraham – Cave Creek, AZ regarding what happens if a child becomes ill with COVID, child has several 
allergies sometimes low grade fever (due to allergies) would they have to stay home, is there an option to continue 
distance learning when a child is out sick, and will the zoom/live teaching be recorded;  Monica French – Cave Creek, AZ 
regarding how will you know if a parent has taken their child’s temperature at home, how will an exposure be handled, 
are teachers expected to make sure kids are properly wearing their masks, what about class supplies, who decided the 
back to school options, why was AOE offered before it was approved by the Board, and how are you protecting the 
teachers; Ashley Flowers–Scottsdale, AZ regarding students/staff submitting antibody tests.  End of public comments. 
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Dr. Miller introduced the academic part of the item.  She introduced the committee make up of parents, principals and 
staff.  They had nine meetings and will regroup after August 5.  They worked around four learning model scenarios sent 
by the ADE.  They looked at a hybrid model and developed six potential models.  As the committee was discussing the 
models, they landed on two models to recommend to the Superintendent.  There was consensus with the committee that 
a hybrid model was not good for students.  For elementary, a school would have to be designated as the hybrid model 
while the others would be face to face.  Middle and High School would need a separate building to run alongside the face 
to face model.  The committee started looking at distance learning/face to face and an AOI (Arizona Online Instruction) 
School.  Prior to COVID-19, CCUSD was going to move forward with an online school to capture students/parents who 
wanted an alternative learning model.  The Committee put out a survey to parents and staff (thank you to parent Jenny 
who develops surveys as her profession for doing this for CCUSD).  The parent survey received 3,090 responses with 
2,725 choosing distance learning/face to face and 365 choosing the AOE (Academy of Excellence – CCUSD’s name for 
the AOI School #8).  CCUSD feels confident about both options and our teachers’ ability to teach both options.  Dr. Burdick 
introduced the logistics part of the item.  She introduced the committee make up of 21 members who were directors, 
principals, assistant principals, nurses, associate superintendent(s) and chief financial officer.  Meetings started in June.  
There were 8 large group meetings with 8 sub-committees who met independent of the large group meetings.  There is 
a large group meeting scheduled for this week.  There is a more robust internal document for logistics that keeps changing.  
Dr. Burdick recognized the need for having specialized classes like AP, IB and Dual Enrollment – also the need for IEP 
students and immersion students at elementary and middle school.  Last week Dr. Burdick started looking at a possible 
additional model for the high school with the principal and assistant principal for the specialized classes – AP/ IB and Dual 
Enrollment.  Dr. Burdick added that they just started looking at the logistics and the budget for the webcams.  She 
continued that CCUSD is waiting for guidance from the Maricopa County Department of Public Health (MCDPH) regarding 
best practices if a classroom, school needs to be shut down; contract tracing.  Elementary will be easier, middle school 
are in teams, high school is changing classes.  If a classroom/school needs to be shut down in its entirety, we would go 
back to distance learning (where we’re starting 8/5) it will be the same students/same teacher and a seamless move.  Dr. 
Burdick asked if Gina Durbin, Director of Education & Community Services could add anything.  Ms. Durbin said she 
heard on a webinar that next Thursday MCDPH would be releasing their document – there will be a lot of scenarios.  
There will be an online reporting form for the nurses to use, the last resort would be to shut down a school.  Vice President 
Rich moved, Member Hatcher second.  President Hill asked the Board to be mindful that there will be a lot of questions.  
President Hill asked if a student starts distance learning/face to face and a student is enrolled in the AOE, can they 
participate in sports.  Dr. Burdick said yes, as long as it is not a student coming to CCUSD this first year from out of district 
– AIA has certain regulations.   Students in the AOE can participate in school activities, clubs, and athletics (as long as 
approved by AIA rules for athletes).  President Hill asked about the webcams – some families may change their choice if 
these classes are offered.  Dr. Miller said yes – she agrees that some families may change their minds.  We need to know 
the approximate numbers for staffing – teachers are wanting to know if they’ll be teaching Option 1 or Option 2.  President 
Hill said there’s been no direction if there’s a COVID case.  She continued elementary would be easier to figure out.  If a 
high school student in English was exposed and then that student moves to another classroom with another set of students 
– and so on – students would be in and out – would the other classes have to close down?  Is there a plan in place if that 
happens?  Dr. Burdick said if we are able to do the webcams, it would allow seamless transition for any student.  The 
guidance we receive may restrict that class but the students would go back to distance learning until they could return 
face to face.  It depends on the type of guidance we receive from MCDPH.  What we know is in our Logistics document.  
The webcam option would allow, if a student gets ill, they could see their teacher and go along with the class.  She 
continued that we are looking into have a second person in the class to help with chat questions and keeping the webcam 
focused.  President Hill said no one has an answer.  President Hill suggested the Board ask three questions per Board 
member and then they would circle back to continue with another three questions.   Member Hatcher thanked everyone 
who has been involved – staff, parents and everyone on the committees. She continued Pre-K, 1st and second sit at tables 
– with a class of 25 how will they social distance?  Will they be at a desk?  Dr. Burdick said with a typical class size, they 
will not be able to social distance without getting additional funding for teachers and space.  A national number was 
released that if all school districts followed the CDC guidelines it would cost over $1 million dollars per school district to 
do so.  CCUSD is asking everyone to wear a mask.  When possible, teachers will be asked to arrange as sparsely and 
spread out as possible.  The district has looked into Plexiglas which is costly – everyone needs to wear a mask K-12 
students/staff.  Member Hatcher asked if there would be substitutes available if a teacher tests positive or would the 
district have to put two classes together.  Dr. Burdick said Caroline Lynch, Director of Human Resources, had encouraging 
news.  Ms. Lynch said that she sent a survey to CCUSD substitutes – 87 responded to the survey and over 65% said 
they would sub face to face or for the AOE.  We have one not returning, two  that want to wait and see until second 
semester.  Dr. Burdick added that the substitutes will be trained and there will be a seamless transition back and forth, 
she didn’t think they would need to put two classes together.  Member Hatcher asked about the platform Canvas – will 
parents be trained to use Canvas.  Is there an online tutorial or an open house that the teacher can explain how it works.  
Dr. Miller said there is training for teachers, parents and teachers will work with students.  President Hill asked if the AOI 
credits will be accepted at in state universities.  Is it accredited like the rest of our schools?  Dr. Miller introduced Mr. Tom 
Espy, Director of Academic Services and Assessments.  Mr. Espy said yes, the Arizona Board of Regents governs the  
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minimum in state requirements. He added that he contacted them and they have a list of the core competencies and they 
are all covered in the AOE that CCUSD hopes to adopt.  There is a robust list.  He said a 4th year of math is required for 
AOE.  Dr. Burdick added that parents should touch base with Laurie Umbarger, Assistant Principal /Student Services at 
CSHS.  She will double check everything the juniors and seniors are taking to make sure it’s transferable.  President Hill 
said she was concerned with AP/IB and Dual Enrollment – students that are in IB and are not physically able to come 
back in person, is that where the webcams would work.  Dr. Burdick said yes – that is where the discussion was started 
last week.  Member Busbee asked how student achievement will be measured with gaps in learning for brick and mortar 
and AOE?  Dr. Miller asked Mr. Espy to answer the question.  Mr. Espy said the Governor’s Executive Order requires us 
to give benchmarks within six weeks of returning physically – that’s the minimum requirement.  As we don’t know what 
that will happen, CCUSD is planning a benchmark in reading using DIBELS that can be done online over Zoom.  The 
older students have a regularly scheduled benchmark for ELA and Math for the first quarter.  We are making sure that 
district learning/face to face will be accomplished for the first quarter.  Member Busbee asked if the assessment tools will 
be the same.  Mr. Espy said distance learning and face to face, yes.  Member Brown wanted to thank the teachers, staff 
and administration that served on the committees for doing the groundwork to offer the best options for the students.  He 
asked about the AOE curriculum and CSHS curriculum.  Is the AOE curriculum going to be different from what is currently 
offered at CSHS with parents not having the option to change back until semester break?  Can the parents compare the 
two curriculums?  Dr. Miller said the recommendation is that students don’t go in and out of the two options.  The 
Edmentum purchased almost mirrors Edgenuity.  These are two online programs that have the curriculum built out into 
modules – it is student paced.  CCUSD classroom teachers may assess their students whenever they need to assess 
them and move onto the next thing if the students have mastered it or, if they haven’t, they can review.  With the AOE, 
the online school, the students are on their own track – they are not moving in a cohort.  A student could go in and out 
but the parameters are that the elementary grading period is a good transition time.  The high school level is for credit – 
it would be difficult for a student to follow along in the AOE and hop over to a classroom, that’s teacher driven.  It won’t 
match up exactly.    Option 1 and Option 2 both follow Arizona State Standards but are not in sync with each other.  As 
educators our best recommendation is for students not to go back and forth.  Member Brown asked with the AOE, they 
would be transferring in from a different high school?  Dr. Miller said yes, it’s School #8 not part of CSHS.  She added 
that once COVID-19 is over, we will still have the AOE.  We want our kids to come back to our schools.  Member Brown 
asked the distance learning/face to face we have to go back to the Chromebooks like in March.  Dr. Miller said yes.  The 
principals have started their plan for Chromebook distribution.  On August 5th everyone will be learning from afar no matter 
what option they selected.  Member Brown asked once students go back face to face will the Chromebooks be collected?  
Dr. Miller said yes.  Vice President Rich thanked everyone working so hard to react to this fluid situation.  Thank you for 
being proactive and making this as smooth as possible for students.  Dr. Burdick added that there is one additional 
committee that is working and not covered tonight.  The social and emotional wellbeing committee, for students and staff, 
facilitated by Ms. Gina Durbin.  Dr. Miller added the districts objective is to provide school and learning for 100% of the 
students.  She appreciates Dr. Burdick looking into the webcams and everyone is continually pivoting as plans change 
and change again.  This isn’t being taken lightly when some of the community says we haven’t’ provided for them.  Not 
100% of people will be happy with the decisions.  Member Hatcher asked about Google classroom – will that still be 
available to use or do the teachers have to move into Canvas only.  Dr. Miller said there was a lot of discussion K-12 to 
have a common learning platform.  The district listened to the parents – learning needs to be different for the fall – this 
will be new learning with new standards.  Dr. Nancy Pratt, Director of Instruction and Innovation, worked to help select a 
new learning system.   Google Classroom can be used outside of Canvas but we are asking everyone to use Canvas as 
the learning management system.  Dr. Pratt said Canvas is robust and we will be able to use multiple types of programs 
within the program.  Look at Canvas like a shell that teachers could use their Google drive, assign assignments just like 
Google Classroom.  Canvas offers the best option and most support for teachers and the community – there is so much 
offered.  Member Hatcher asked about the district not having 1 to 1 devices.  She gave the example of a family with three 
students that needed three devices – how would the district provide for all three students.  Dr. Miller said the spring 
learning was primarily asynchronous.  A lot of parents have known this was coming and purchased their own devices for 
their students – some families have no devices.  The first round will be every family that needs a device will get one, the 
second round will be the second student will receive a device and so on.  Dr. Miller noted that Canvas works well on 
phones.  Member Hatcher asked the online Option 2 – there is no immersion through the AOE - how will STMS immersion 
participate in district learning/face to face?  Dr. Miller said we haven’t been able to find an online immersion program – 
this would be in line with the webcams that Dr. Burdick mentioned it would benefit all immersion K-8.  Member Busbee 
asked what the school district guidelines on class size for the classroom.  Dr. Burdick said CCUSD would continue using 
the regular class size policy.  Classes have been staffed from last spring by that policy.  If an additional student comes in 
and the class gets to a certain target number, an aide is added.  If the class continues to grow past another set target – 
a teacher could be added.   The AOE School will have a different class size policy.  Dr. Miller said they are looking at 
other districts that have an AOI and their different class loads.  Teachers won’t be teaching, they will be facilitating and 
monitoring.  Member Busbee asked if she had a number yet.  Dr. Miller said no.  Member Busbee asked about Phase I –  
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she needed clarification on how many Phases there were.  Dr. Burdick said COVID-19 Phase I – we will use our typical 
class size policy to load classrooms.  Member Busbee asked what would happen if the online enrollment decreased and 
it impacted CCUSD’s face to face option.  Would the response to Phase I be face coverings?  Dr. Burdick said yes, Phase 
I is from the CDC.  Member Busbee asked how many phases there were.  Dr. Burdick believes there is three.  Ms. Durbin 
wasn’t sure but said she could get that information for Member Busbee.  Ms. Lynch said believes there are three phases, 
but would have to do research.  Dr. Burdick added that the class size policy may need to be amended as some teachers 
have requested to teach AOE and as student move to AOE.   Member Busbee  said it was good that we have a mechanism 
in place for additional aides/teachers if needed.  Member Busbee asked how CCUSD would ensure social distancing.  Dr. 
Burdick reiterated that CCUSD is not able to social distance that the CDC is suggesting,  we don’t have the staffing or 
budget, that is why CCUSD is requiring face coverings.   Member Busbee asked about the social emotional standards 
are going to be addressed for K-3 online.  Ms. Durbin said the committee is made up of psychologists, counselors, parents 
and the social worker.  Last year, in quarter four, counselors were available virtually for students, staff and family members 
and we will continue to offer that this year, virtually and face to face.  There will be daily, age appropriate, talking points 
and they will check in with students/staff to get their pulse.  Member Busbee asked about the online students and how 
CCUSD was going to address the standards.    Ms. Durbin said there is a document in the works but it is not finalized yet.  
Elementary always used Second Step Program and that will continue with elementary and middle school.  We always 
want to make sure we are providing opportunities to students – COVID-19 or not.  The AOE students will always have 
access to psychologists and counselors if needed.  Member Busbee asked how special education services would be 
accessed starting August 5.  Ms. Carrie Igondgo, Director of Special Education was introduced.  She said all students 
with IEPs will get their services provided virtually on August 5.  In the spring we were able to do one to one instruction 
virtually and in small groups.  Resource will be checking in during Gen Ed sessions for one to one or small groups.  Paras 
will be supporting during Gen Ed.  Classes like Life Skills and Self Contained teacher will be working individually with 
students and reaching out to families to insure their programs and needs are addressed – there may be one to one face 
to face programs.  Member Hatcher asked how students who choose to remain home, how will PT and OT be delivered?  
Ms. Igondjo said every single sped student is individualized – there may be parent training to assess the skills at home, 
students can implement some activities, we can provide OT, PT and Speech and other related activities – it depends on 
the individual student.  Member Hatcher asked about meeting the Gifted student needs.  Dr. Miller said this is still being 
discussed.  Mr. Espy said for K-8 there are strategies but the program won’t look the same.  For grades 3-8 Creative 
Inquiry that is a hands on program and the students traveled to Sonoran Trails (grades 3-6).  Since that won’t be 
happening, the students will be able to join an online class offering different things for different grade levels.  There will 
be coding courses, graphic art, to name a few.  These will be done on their own time – it’s an additional service offered 
when they’re done with their other work.  This will be taught by the gifted teacher.  Grades 7 and 8 choose as an elective 
and will be done the same way.  Member Hatcher asked about Option 2 for middle and high school students.  Will 
counseling be provided so high school students have the academic classes to graduate?  Dr. Miller said yes, Laurie 
Umbarger at CSHS is going to help with this as she knows the courses of study.  Ms. Umbarger also offered to help any 
parent/student with their course of study.  Member Busbee asked when Special Education will review students’ IEPs.  Ms. 
Igondjo said they are reviewed annually as they come to their limit for that year.  They will be in compliance with that 
timeline.  If a parent feels an amendment needs to be made, at any time, a meeting will be scheduled.  Member Busbee 
asked how the equity of the different scope of work for AOE teachers will be addressed.  Dr. Miller said AOE teachers 
don’t have to plan lessons – the modules are built out.  AOE will have more students than the face to face teacher.  Ms. 
Lynch and Dr. Abrams will be working together to look at the load factor and grade level bands.  Member Busbee asked 
about the AOE teachers’ accountability.  Dr. Miller said they would have the same accountability that’s in place for our 
regular teachers.  Their evaluation document will look different – Dr. Abrams is working on that.  Dr. Abrams added the 
online program will follow the Quality Matters Online Standards done by the State Board of Ed.  Member Busbee asked 
if there would be tech support for the distance learning and the AOE students.  Dr. Miller said there would be a variety of 
ways that students and parents can access support.  CCUSD’s Tech Department has a tech support line, Dr. Pratt and 
the Tech Cadre (trained teacher experts) are available, the middle school and high school have designed tech support 
and elementary has their computer lab coordinators.  Member Busbee asked if there will be a stated time when tech 
support is available.  Dr. Abrams said the first recommendation for the AOE is for the student/parent to contact their 
teacher.  Teachers’ will be trained through Edmentum and Canvas for grades 6-12.  Edmentum and Canvas’ tech support 
is very responsive.  Member Hatcher asked about the Governor’s Executive Order regarding sanitation.  Hypothetically, 
if we had to shut down BMES for two days, we wouldn’t have to tack on two days at the end of the year – would we?  Dr. 
Burdick said we are hoping to stay within the 180 days being able to seamlessly move back and forth with distance 
learning/face to face and continue the education in the classroom.  Member Hatcher said the Governor’s Executive Order 
said school districts needed to provide a place for students who do not have another place to go during the day. Dr. 
Burdick said there has been a lot of discussions with school attorneys and school districts.  If the Board chooses to extend 
the face to face date to 9/8, and the Governor does not extend the 8/17 face to face date to 9/8, CCUSD is obligated to 
have a type of day care that would allow students to still be able to access their school work.  If the Governor extends to 
the same date, CCUSD is no longer obligated.  Member Hatcher asked who would teach at the day care K-6.  Dr. Burdick 
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said it’s not teaching – the Governor suggested bringing in Boys and Girls Club.  It will be supervised daycare with students 
being able to put their earbuds in to do their distance learning in a computer lab.   Dr. Burdick said we may have to 
combine a few elementary schools as we don’t know how many would need this.  Distance Learning students would be 
supervised by classified staff during their learning time in a computer lab.  Member Hatcher said in the Governor’s 
Executive Order the distance learning plan had to be submitted to the ADE – has that been done?  Dr. Burdick said no.  
The district just received the thirteen page document on Thursday.  Teaching & Learning is on top of it and will get it in 
by the due date.  Member Busbee asked if the enrollment in the AOE counted toward the 100th day count.  Mr. Leedy, 
Chief Financial Officer, said yes – as far as enrollment and as long as students are enrolled in that program they are 
counted toward the ADM for the 100th day.  The Governor has set up a safety net that districts would receive 98% of the 
prior year funding for this current school year.  Member Busbee asked what the projected cost for the webcams was.  Dr. 
Burdick said she didn’t have all the information right now, but about $110 per camera.  If they are purchased for all 275 
teachers it’s a little over $30,000.  There was a meeting this morning with Dr. Pratt and Mr. Andrews looking at different 
options and looking to preorder.  Member Busbee said the hybrid kind of option to have webcams live stream the 
classroom for the distance learner sounded like a pie in the sky possibility.  Dr. Burdick said she wouldn’t call it a pie in 
the sky possibility.  We are actively looking into it and have continued discussions.  We are trying to figure it out – it’s not 
a hybrid – it would be a live stream of the class. Vice President Rich asked Dr. Miller if the committee looked into this or 
rejected it.  Dr. Miller said the committee didn’t look into webcams and live streaming for kids to be at home.  The 
committee worked off the four scenarios roadmap by the ADE as a guideline.  Member Busbee said that Dual Enrollment 
is not available for AOE kids.  It was indicated that Edmentum is not compatible with PVCC program – is that correct?  
Dr. Burdick said Edementum is a completely separate online curriculum.  Member Busbee asked if there was any 
consideration put into the fact that it’s not compatible with PVCC.  Dr. Abrams said pilots and vetting was done with many 
offerings.  They researched other school districts on what they were using and the offering.  Partnership with PVCC takes 
time to make and create.  CSHS has a partnership.  We have not found an AOI that is similar regarding Edmentum or 
Edgenuity.  It’s something that can done over time if that’s something the Leadership Team and stakeholders want to do 
– it cannot be done with the school being so new.  Member Busbee said students go over to the PVCC campus for English 
or they’re enrolled in ENG 101.  It can be accessed two ways.  She didn’t understand how that cannot still fit into the AOE 
program.  Dr. Burdick said Dual Enrollment is when we partner with a community college.  They have to approve our 
teacher on our campus to teach that Dual Enrollment class.  When they go to PVCC its part of the Early College program 
– taught by PVCC instructor – it’s not Dual Enrollment.  It’s a different program.  Member Busbee wanted to know how 
CCUSD will know if parents have taken the student’s temperature before they come on campus.  Dr. Burdick said it is 
something we will reiterate over and over.  If a bus driver notices a student is ill, they will call ahead on their radio so the 
nurse can meet the bus at school.  Teachers will also be on high alert to look and make sure their students look ok.  If 
there are signs, they will be sent to the health office.  We can’t logistically take temperatures prior to students moving onto 
campus – we don’t have the staff or budget.  Many are asymptomatic and don’t show signs – we are counting on the 
honor system.  Member Busbee said until we have an option 3, what is the plan if the entire classroom is quarantine 
because someone was exposed/diagnosed with COVID-19.  Dr. Burdick reiterated that the student(s)/class/school would 
go back to distance learning.  Member Busbee said if the class is sent home, the teacher is expected to teach distance 
learning?  Dr. Burdick said not if they’re ill – as stated earlier, we will have substitutes for that.  President Hill said the 
Board was at the two hour mark with this item.  She asked Board members to ask questions that haven’t already been 
answered as they needed to wrap it up.  Member Busbee asked how the teachers are being selected to do distance 
learning/face to face and AOE.  Is it voluntary?  Dr. Miller said a survey was put out to ask about interest in Option 1 or 
Option 2.  Ms. Lynch is going to be looking at CCUSD’s transfer policy for requests, needs and communicate with staff.  
Member Hatcher asked if webcams would be prioritized for IB and AP.  Dr. Miller said this is in the beginning stages.  
There’s a high level of need at CSHS that the AOE cannot offer at the current moment.  Dr. Burdick added there’s a 
possibility that we can use Chromebooks because they have the camera and mic build it – it would be a Band Aid.  We 
are looking at different options and trying to be as flexible and creative as we can.  Member Busbee asked what was in 
place if someone in the CCUSD family passes away as a result – students, staff.  Dr. Burdick said we would follow the 
same protocol we currently have in place with Ms. Durbin’s department.  Counselors have an entire protocol they follow 
– they are support to the family and students.  This would not change.  Member Busbee asked if a teacher gets sick and 
has to be hospitalized – does the district’s insurance cover all expenses revolving around COVID-19?  Dr. Burdick said 
she didn’t believe any insurance covers 100% as there typically is a deductible.   Ms. Lynch said correct – there is a 
deductible and out of pocket maximum that need to be met.  It depends on the plan the employee chose.  Member Hill 
said the Board is taking this seriously and so is the District.  None of this is ideal.  There is no ideal situation and she 
hoped that everyone voting tonight, those that are watching, those that are part of these discussions will extend grace to 
those making the tough decisions – parents, District Leadership and the Board.  We are doing our best.  Motion passed 
3-1 with President Hill voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown abstaining; Member Busbee voting no 
and Member Hatcher voting aye.       
 
President Hill requested a five minute break and to reconvene at 8:27pm 
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4.2 Recommendation to approve Cave Creek Academy of Excellence (CCAOE) Online Learning Option:  One Public 
Comment was received.  Cara Zic from Anthem, AZ regarding delaying the face to face opening of school for the first 
quarter; clarification if AOE students can participate in clubs, sports and activities.  Dr. Miller introduced the item.  This is 
a new option for CCUSD it would be school number 8 and will have its own CTDS number.  She reiterated that students 
would need to withdraw from their current school and enroll in the AOE.  It’s like Primavera or any other online option.  
Administration was just beginning to look into this when we closed in March – writing the application and getting the school 
up and running for this school year.   She added that any online school cannot replace a teacher.  We want our students 
face to face.  The AOE will begin 8/5/2020 for the 2020-2021 SY.  Member Hatcher moved, Vice President Rich second. 
Vice President Hill asked if a student is enrolled in our AOE, can they participate in sports?  Dr. Miller said yes – sports, 
clubs and activities.  Motion passed unanimously by roll call vote with President Hill voting aye; Vice President Rich voting 
aye; Member Brown voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye; and Member Hatcher voting aye. 
 
4.3 Learning Management Systems (LMS)/Online Curriculum for School Year 2020-2021: Dr. Miller introduced the 
item.  This item is a Learning Management System and online curriculum that was not approved at the other Board 
meeting.  The LMS is Canvas, spoken about earlier for all K-12 students; online curriculum Listos is a Spanish language 
development program with an online component available K-5 (due to budget constraints we are only purchasing grades 
3 and 4 – next year we will roll out other grades);  Edmentum online curriculum purchasing for the AOE, K-12; Edgenuity 
is currently being used at CSHS in the Elearning lab - students are in a track and learn online all  day.  There is also credit 
recovery and credit recovery for summer school – this is a renewal; Brain Pop is a K-5 math resource adoption – teachers 
on the committee requested this; Listen Wise was requested by STMS ELA teachers it also has science and social studies 
– it provides 3-6 minute stories for listening comprehension;  Magna High is for middle school math.  They had Imagine 
Math for grade K-8, Mr. Dolezal and his teachers requested Imagine Math not be purchased for grades 7 and 8.  The 
teachers landed on Magna High.  All the funding sources are next to the resource.  Canvas and Edmentum are a direct 
result of COVID-19.  Member Busbee moved, Member Brown second.  Member Busbee asked about E2020. She wanted 
to know if that was the name of a program or curriculum.  Dr. Miller said CSHS has always used Edgenuity at CSHS for 
E2020 or Elearning lab – it’s the name of a class.  Member Busbee asked if Edgenuity was in consideration for the AOE.  
Dr. Miller said yes, they talked to the high school staff and Teaching and Learning.  They felt Edmentum was a good 
product.  Member Busbee asked if the Egenuity renewal cost was on the item along with the new expenses.  Dr. Miller 
said yes and added that $200,000 is directly related to COVID-19.   Member Hatcher said she went into all of the programs 
and noticed a variety of resources that included Study Island, Courseware, etc.  She asked if teachers will use Calvert for 
K-6 and Courseware for 6-12.  Dr. Miller said yes.  Member Hatcher asked if the students would have access to Study 
Island or is that was a separate purchase within the program and would be used as an assessment piece – or would the 
assessments be coming through Canvas.  Dr. Miller reiterated that Canvas is a shell to house everything in.  Edmentum 
is different than Edgenuity.  Edgenuity is a site license and Edmentum is individual seats.  All Students K-5 will have 
access to Calvert.  Study Island is purchased by some school PTOs.  Edmentum has support and professional 
development.  Member Hatcher asked if the students will have access to Edgenuity’s AP placement section.  Dr. Miller 
said the AP teachers would have access to Edgenuity and can utilize the videos – a student wouldn’t be put in a track for 
AP.  Member Hatcher asked about Magna High – is it a supplement or an actual math curriculum for middle school.  Dr. 
Miller said it was a supplement that goes hand in hand with Pearson Learning.  The middle school teachers felt it suited 
students’ needs better than Imagine Math.  Member Hatcher said the listening part had good samples and really forced 
students to focus.  Dr. Miller added that another benefit is that if the teacher needs to use a 7th grade story for an 8th grade 
student – the stories continually change.  Member Busbee asked about Edmentums seat charge.  Could this number go 
up or down?  Dr. Miller said yes – this purchase is for 500 seats, we have 364 students signed up for the AOE.  If the 
AOE doesn’t use the 500 seats they will be carried forward to next year.  Member Busbee asked how much each seat 
was.  Dr. Miller said K-5 is $450/seat and 6-12 is $70/seat. Motion passed unanimously by roll call vote with President Hill 
voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye; and Member Hatcher 
voting aye. 
 
President Hill said it was 8:49pm and asked for a motion and a second to extend past 9pm.  Member Busbee moved to 
extend to whenever, Member Brown second.  Motion passed unanimously by roll call vote with President Hill voting aye; 
Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye; and Member Hatcher voting aye. 
 
4.4 Recommendation to postpone CCUSD’s  reopening date to the 2020-2021 school year:  Twenty-nine Public 
Comments were received.   Erin and Chad Gunderson-Cave Creek, AZ regarding extending the face to face opening until 
after the first quarter; David J. Cantelme-Cave Creek, AZ regarding not delaying the face to face beyond 8/17; Juliana 
Manke-Cave Creek, AZ regarding delaying the face to face opening to quarter 2; Nikki Harrington-Cave Creek, AZ 
regarding delaying the face to face until the end of the first quarter, preferably after the first semester; Nicki Heideman-
Cave Creek, AZ regarding pushing back the face to face opening;   Jessica Fitzwater-Cave  Creek, AZ  regarding  not 
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postponing the face to face opening; Cris Fitzwater-Cave Creek, AZ regarding not postponing the face to face opening; 
Jan Steinle-Cave Creek, AZ regarding opening the schools without delay; Catherine Fey-Scottsdale, AZ regarding not 
postponing in person learning; Christina Scott-Scottsdale, AZ regarding starting face to face learning on 8/17; Michelle 
Williams-Cave Creek, AZ regarding offering a flexible schedule, hybrid model for in person instruction; Vincent Carlson-
Scottsdale, AZ regarding not opening without a clear plan; Angela Thomas-Chandler, AZ regarding push back the face 
to face opening; Jennifer Louis-Cave Creek, AZ regarding not moving the face to face date back; Martha Stock-Cave 
Creek, AZ regarding keeping schools closed until there’s a treatment/vaccine; Kevin Dimond-Cave Creek, AZ regarding 
opening face to face learning on 8/17; Tammi & Aaron Stifel-Cave Creek, AZ regarding live online teaching, difference 
between distance learning and AOE, laptops provided, who will be teaching, live comments and not delaying face to face 
school; Patrick Hoog-Cave Creek, AZ regarding science saying kids don’t get seriously sick/not spreaders, schools are 
essential businesses, Herd Immunity, COVID not lethal for kids, no forced masking, teachers can choose to mask and 
keep their distance and people are stressed; Karl Stock-Cave Creek, AZ regarding delaying the face to face learning date 
until it’s safe; Mark & Erika Popenhagen-Cave Creek, AZ regarding pushing back the face-to face learning date; Denise 
Bentley-Cave Creek, AZ regarding delaying the face to face learning date until October or later; Jill Wohllebe-Cave Creek, 
AZ regarding postponing the face to face start date for several months; Kathleen Roberson-Phoenix, AZ regarding 
supporting the postponement of face to face learning; Heather McGillvray-Cave Creek, AZ regarding pushing back the 
start date of face to face learning; Erin Boyd-Scottsdale, AZ regarding pushing back the face to face learning to mid-
September or mid-October; Linda Peters-Cave Creek, AZ regarding postponing face to face learning until it is safe and 
CDC protocols can be followed; Monica French-Cave Creek, AZ regarding delaying face to face learning until it is safe; 
Winnie Sarabia-Cave Creek, AZ regarding support for delaying the face to face learning through first quarter; Elizabeth 
Sandell-Scottsdale, AZ regarding delaying the face to face learning after Labor Day, October 1; and Colleen Neese-Cave 
Creek, AZ regarding not pushing back face to face learning after 8/17.  Dr. Burdick introduced the item to postpone face 
to face learning to September 8th as our neighboring districts have already done so.  Member Busbee moved, Vice 
President Rich second.  Member Hill said that she will give Board members two minutes to explain their votes if they’d 
like.  President Hill asked what surrounding districts have done.  Dr. Burdick said Paradise Valley and Scottsdale have 
postponed until September 8th, Deer Valley has postponed to a date in October.  Member Busbee asked if CCUSD wanted 
to postpone opening classrooms until 9/8 or the start of school.  Dr. Burdick said school will start August 5 with distance 
learning that will go face to face, per the Governor’s Executive Order on August 17th.  Member Busbee understood that 
the Governor was going to give another address next week – was any consideration given to waiting on what he has to 
say.  Dr. Burdick said there have been rumors each week that he may postpone the date and he hasn’t.  It’s been the 
same rumor for three weeks.  We would like a firm decision this evening, parents have until Wednesday to make a choice 
on their Option.  We need to begin to figure out staffing for Option 1 and 2 – possibly 3.  Our families deserve a firm 
answer.  Vice President Rich said the Governor has been talking about addressing this issue this week, we expect him 
to extend until October.  Member Busbee asked for clarification – there have been several public comments referencing 
the American Academy of Pediatrics – alluding to the fact that the Academy wanted a delay to the start of school.  She 
continued that she was looking at three articles advocating for schools to open and strongly advocating for safety 
measures at schools.  Member Brown said he is voting no.  He has read what other district are doing – in and out of state 
– he also referred to the Academy of Pediatrics recommendations, especially for K-6.  It’s important for the immersion 
and IEP students.  He understands the Governor can push the date back but for this motion he said he would vote no.  
Member Busbee said she is voting no.  She is concerned with everyone’s health and safety but also was concerned about 
education gaps that many students could sustain by not having in person instruction.  Special Education kids depend on 
classrooms and without having them those students would lose a great deal.  The Immersion programs will suffer and 
that could put us in the tank.  People are going to Wal-Mart and restaurants – we have more safety protocols in line for 
our classrooms than any other public places.  For this motion she said she is voting no and waiting on the Governor.   
Member Hatcher said after tonight’s vote half will disagree with the outcome – this has become controversial and put the 
community against teachers and the district.  Parents’ reasons cited personal freedoms, socialization, too many 
distractions at home or the online curriculum is not up to the parents’ expectations – also permitting small groups of 
special education students to meet face to face sooner than the rest of the student body.  It is best for a student to be in 
front of a teacher.  The reason to maintain distance learning is for the health and safety of students and, sometimes staff, 
is mentioned from the public comments.  School Board members need to make sure students have the resources to 
accomplish their goals, that the district has money for school buildings and employees.  All three of these have been 
considered in the plan and how it will be implemented.  This is equally important as student and staff health and safety – 
bus drivers’ health and safety.  If we don’t have healthy teachers we cannot supply a quality education – there’s a ripple 
effect.  Staff becoming ill cannot be ignored – many parents, teachers, employees are afraid of contracting COVID-19. 
Teachers are prepared to shift to online if necessary and parents should be prepared to.  We all want the same thing, 
students in the class with their peers and a live teacher.  We have a compromise available where students will still be 
receiving education, although it’s not ideal – but it’s not an ideal time.  The schools should open safely and follow protocols 
to protect lives.  She voted in delaying the opening.  President Hill said regardless of her decision, she will lose friends 
and colleagues and that’s ok.  The decision she is making is what she believes is safe for kids and staff.  She noted that 
she has a student that lost spring sports and prom and is a senior this year.  She said she is angry with the country and  
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state not giving out any information – they keep saying it will be out in the coming week, which is unacceptable.  The 
School Board is here to discuss curriculum and other items.  She said she is not an epidemiologist and we are being 
asked to make decisions that are beyond our scope of understanding and we have no guidance.  She voted to approve 
to delay the opening to September 8.  Vice President Rich said he had evolved over the last few months.  He wasn’t 
concerned about his own health and it wasn’t affecting the youthful portion of the population.  The rest of the nation has 
peaked and moved on – Arizona is in the thick of it.  This has changed his mind.  He is extremely concerned about 
infecting the susceptible members of the population.  Students coming back will spread the infection t susceptible 
members of the family.  He wished there was more guidance from the state.  He expects the Governor will extend to 
October which will make this moot.  He is in favor of extending.  Motion passed by roll call vote 3-2 with President Hill 
voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting no; Member Busbee voting no; and Member Hatcher 
voting aye. 
 
4.5 Recommendation to approve CCUSD’s Resolution regarding COVID-19:  Two Public Comments were received.  
Mary Hillukka-Cave Creek, AZ regarding not approving this item, which policies/regulations would the resolution affect; 
and Heather McGillvray regarding confidence in Dr. Burdick to make informed decisions.  Dr. Burdick introduced the item.  
She noted this resolution was similar to the one the Board approved in March.  This resolution is more specific to what is 
going on right now.  This was drafted by different school attorneys.  As things change, we would not have to call an 
emergency meeting – steps could be taken real time.  As always, she would let the Board know what’s going on before it 
happened.  Member Busbee moved, Member Hatcher second.  Member Busbee asked how the resolution would be 
impacted when the Governing shares new information.  Dr. Burdick said if he comes out with a date that’s beyond the 
scope of our date, we have to comply.  If he doesn’t act, the Board has approved the extension.  This would allow, Dr. 
Burdick, after discussion to the Board and without Board action, to temporary close a classroom/school to stop the spread 
in a building.  President Hill said it’s for an emergency if something happens it can be done immediately.  The Board 
wouldn’t have to post their meeting with 24 hours’ notice.  There could be immediate action by the Superintendent.  Dr. 
Burdick noted that Policy Section I allows the superintendent to close the school in an emergency.  All districts don’t know 
what lies ahead and no one has returned face to face.  This would allow flexibility and she said she would still contact all 
Board members with changes.  There may be Human Resource policies that need to be changed as things move forward.  
We may not be needing as much staff.  The Governor has directed that we support all staff and we are currently planning 
on doing that, but we don’t know what may come up.  Member Brown said he considered this part of the day to day 
responsibilities of the Superintendent from Policy CBA.  He doesn’t understand why there needs to be a special resolution.  
He noted that if there was a small fire the superintendent would have the authority to move students out of the school and 
close it for cleanup.  He questioned the excessive reach for giving the superintendent more leeway.  Dr. Burdick said it 
would allow for more flexibility – the school lawyers have put this together and many other districts are bringing it to their 
August meetings.  Deer Valley and Buckeye have already approved.  It would bring more flexibility to suspend policy and 
regulation if needed – again, and as always, contacting the Board and letting them know.  They would be able to vote, 
officially, at the next meeting.   Vice President Rich said this is only related to COVID-19.  Dr. Burdick said yes.  Member 
Busbee said this is an ever changing field with COVID 19 and giving the Superintendent this great flexibility eliminates 
the opportunity for the community to be involved with what’s going on and she found that concerning.  Member Hatcher 
asked if this resolution would expire when COVID was officially over.  Dr. Burdick said it is for the 2020-2021 school year 
and hope it will be over in the 2020-2021 school year.  Motion passed by roll call vote 3-2 with President Hill voting aye; 
Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting no; Member Busbee voting no; and Member Hatcher voting aye. 
 
5. OLD BUSINESS 
 
6.   ADJOURNMENT:  Vice President Rich moved, Member Busbee second. Motion to adjourn passed unanimously by 
roll call vote with President Hill voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting aye; Member Busbee 
voting aye; and Member Hatcher voting aye.  Meeting adjourned at 10:00pm 
 
Dated this 20th day of July, 2020 
Julia Scotto 
Mrs. Julia Scotto, Executive Assistant to 
Dr. Debbi Burdick, Superintendent & Governing Board 
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